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The Empty Quarter is the only gallery in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates devoted to fine art photography. It explores the pho-
tographic dimensions of the Arab world and beyond. In addi-
tion to their exhibitions, the gallery participates in public art
fairs like Paris Photo, Contemporary Istanbul and MENASArt
Fair in Beirut. The Empty Quarter also curates and organises
exhibitions in collaboration with international institutions and
museums, and publishes photo books.

The gallery was founded by photographer Princess Reem Al
Faisal from Saudi Arabia, businesswoman Safa Al Hamad
from the United Arab Emirates and Elie Domit from Lebanon,
who is also the Creative Director. It opened in March 2009
with an exhibition titled Behind The Veil by renowned pho-
tographer Eve Arnold, who documented the royal wedding of
the Maktoum family in Dubai back in 1971. Since then, The
Empty Quarter has hosted more than 25 exhibitions.

Continuing with the theme of Dubai, the gallery exhibited Du-
bai, Transmutations by French photographer Martin Becka,
who captured modern Dubai using photography techniques
from 160 years ago, “staging a collision between the historical
and the present time”, and Cedric Delsaux’s The Dark Lens,
showing a science fiction version of Dubai, for which he insert-
ed characters and vehicles from Star Wars into existing Dubai
locations, resulting in a seamless composition - making these
aliens look very much at home. Beyond Dubai, we've seen
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Photographs of Mecca from 1895 taken by the Saudi opti-
cian Al-Sayyid Abd al-Ghaffar and Dutch scholar Christiaan
Snouck Hurgronje, and the exhibition The Worst Journey in
the World, which had the most pristine looking photos taken
by Herbert Ponting taken between 1910-1913 of Captain
Scott’s expedition into the Antarctic.

One of their more popular shows Fashion: The Story of a
Lifetime showcased museum quality collection of vintage and
modern prints by famed international photographers, whose
lifetime stories are intrinsically tied to 20th-century high fash-
ion. We also got a taste of India with Sampling India: Of Blind
Men and Elephants which featured six emerging photogra-
phers relating to the Indian subcontinent.

One of their most relevant exhibitions The Spectacle Of War
included acclaimed photographers like Benjamin Lowy and Ri-
chard Mosse. It came at a time when the Arab Spring was at
it's peak and gave us a look at how media plays a role in war.

The Empty Quarter took part in Paris Photo this year (their
3rd participation), where | met up with the gallery’s co-curator
Hester Keijser (who is based in Holland, and is also one half
of the team behind the brilliant photography blog Mrs Deane,
www.beikey.net/mrs-deane). We talked about the gallery and
had an animated conversation about the photography scene
in the Gulf region.
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Hester and Elie work as a team and do a lot of the research
in Dubai. We are exploring issues, documentary style photog-

When asked what she thought about the photography scene
~ in the Gulf, particularly in the United Arab Emirates, Hester's
said, ‘It's a very young scene, too early to tell.” As a photogra
pher myself from Dubai, | tend to agree. Recent photogra
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