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GOOD VIBRATIONS:
LIVING ITUP IN
SHARJAH’S HOTELS
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Not so long ago, Sharjah was the UAE’s premier party
town. Over the years, I've heard many family friends
and friends of friends reminisce about the good old
days in Sharjah and read many posts on social media

about them.

“We Sharjah folks rarely ventured across
no man’s land, there were more pubs and
discos in Sharjah than all the other six
emirates put together!”

AW., Dubai — “The Good Old Days” Facebook group
(April 22, 2019)

| haf/ef:ome across recollections like this time and
again in print media, too, in back issues of What’s
gz’t:’e" fﬁ’xample.'The monthly publication, said to
e est"zt'E"gllﬁh-langL.l.age magazine in the Gulf,
R e?n lShe.zd in Duba.| in 1979 and found its niche
By 1981 if"tamment guide for Dubai and Sharjah.
o ;:SO covered Abu Dhabi and, soon after,
i U th'e United {\rab Emirates and Oman. As it
of the defi his entertainment magazine may be one
e t\Wn:_mtnve historical archives on Sharjah of the
ieth century.

Int

reagzmﬁi What's On targeted English-language

word of mout‘:}um e }onger be reached simply by

What's o andl lan Fairservice, the founding editor of

editor of the malso ,the, managing partner and group
edia Groyp :SBZ!ne s parent company Motivate

article i 7, i XD,la'"ed his initial business idea in an

@ National (June 17, 2009):

“If | wanted to advertise my hotel, I'd have to make
5,090 copies of my own leaflet, drive to Sharjah
which was a long way on not very well made~up‘roads
and then I'd have to pay money for them to staple \hel
leaflets into the day-old news. And that was the only
print advertising that existed in 1978.”

By aggregating all those leaflets into a single
magazine, Fairservice helped promote Sharjah's
party-town status. There was a plethora of Sharjah
nightclubs, all located in hotels, including:

_Club 58 and Al Khama Room at the Beach Hotel

_ Coral Bar Disco La Belle Epoque at Hatel Meridien
. Coins Disco at the Palmotel
_Disco 21 and Queen's Night Cl
. Peaches at the Marbella Club

_ Juliana’s at the Holiday Inn

. Al Matador at Al Andalus Hotel.
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We must also remember that it wagns
. wasn't just w
pefore th isted, Hotel Meridien was screening customers dancing to Western mypie i\: zh...n;:::h
et exdim’le"s every Sunday. Although the One hotel would host a ciyp WIth & live Filiping bang
films with selves were never listed in the monthly and another with an E,
films them

e BYptian belly dancer or disco
music. The adverts of th time convey a wida range

of music and entertainment cultures, raflacting the
multinationalism of thege venues' patrans. Local,
Arabic-langqua newspapers also promoted discos,
cabarets, and live acts which makes me think

the population may have been \e8s fragmented
compared to today.

ich makes me wonder whether
glor's e ia:;s(:vv::zhucensed). there was one
i L ent for a special screening of Trishul on
.dvmmr: 1980. The 1978 Bollywood film, directed
F.brum;:h;pra starred Amitabh Bachchan, Sanjeev
i Y::hsrmhi t'(apcor, and Hema Malini. Malini was
t:::(ec'l as the evening'’s host.

jah' ket
) there were cinemas in Sharjah  In 1984, Sharjah's hotals faced a changing market,
ke, Importurl\:‘;fu:?rt‘; Sharjah Cinema and Rivoli and even What's On nporuq on the economic
:7:::;1:“::'“ screened films in Arabic, Hindi, downturn in the September issue of that year:
' but,
lam, and English, They offered popcorn but, 4
uMn.l::?tho hotels, couldn’t serve cold beer from the “Where once the area was flooded wit

later,
3 tap. Venues like the Sharjah Wanderers Sports Club businessmen and entrepreneurs, and

kage-holiday makers, the
also had weekly film nights. i‘;ﬁg::: .p.:fo - g‘“ qf;.:,y.d :'h?'g:;; :?:u i
else.

When disco was dying, or really was already dead,in  same 67 l'f';:‘ﬂm'::k’)x.""
the late 1970s, it found a lifeline on Sharjah’s dance @ dln‘!ln s . !.mw =k
floors. The Dune Beat Disco, a mobile disco started by ~ What's On, Sept
What's On, kept it flowing at events and parties with ber 198, the government of Sharjah banned
hits by Gloria Gaynor, the Bee Gees, Boney M., and By Oc:a of alcohol and introduced restrcted
the Village Paople. The DJs also played the punk-rock  the .uﬁonl for live acts, greatly impacting nightlife in
numbers dominating the UK charts at the time; but,  regu b, {n the What's On directory, the listof clubs
according to What's On (June 1979), “Everyone stops 'Sh;:\l:r];h became shorter and IW'";‘::: ::r‘n':m
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carry them with ug anymore." in effect today, but th:: ::pu“ ol playing 10180

ms, an 5 jence
Léot the impreasion that other discos i the city also vo:hU:;;‘:‘:‘::‘ communities for "h‘f':.“w
kept a similarly dated repaertoire. They satisfied a ga d playing live music on many “m u\d B i
2rowd holding on to the music of it dance-hall days  an ws, maybe the clubs will soen f by La Bouche, st
back home. Don't we all jump to our feet when we kno. .I‘.in dance to "Be My Lover
hear a song we once lovad dancing to? | also imagine  onc

ears too late.
® dusty hits were a way to find common ground, ta  afewy

m




ing crowd

Far from the meé

Tk

GorracE

ODL;n 7 day

- Laty

UG U - dirgy

* Elect;

- just om:g light shoy

Red Rum g,

Palmote|
Al Wahda Street

For reservations t,

_ Nick, Sharjah 35

da sawe,kspmmm
from

glish pyp

Sharjah

elephong
5020

/ﬁAcﬁon Packed November

Live
entertainment
every night.

gt

: s
Explosive Floor Show Thrilling Beach Disco

every Tuesday E
W \ very Thursday. Onl
Megmay& Thursday Gron Bonﬂre!y nly 45 Dhs including Beach Barbecue &

Exciting floor show! Many prizes
including Gulf Air return Tickets to Bangkok & Hong Kong.

y Sensational Golden Weekends

ll;’or Just Dhs.88 with breakfast and Dhs. 66 without
eakfast per person sharing twin room.
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Media Group.
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Translation

Abow_a: Palace Hotel welcomes you to the
opening of Disco 21, a new, one-of-a-kind
venue in the UAE. Thursday, June 14, 1979,
9:00 p.m.~3:00 a.m. Open invitation, free
drink included (only couples allowed).

Below: Allowed and Forbidden

Thisis an image of a large advertisement
published in Al Fajr newspaper, Issue 475,
on F"nday, June 14, 1979. As advertised,
the "new, one-of-a-kind venue in the UAE"
is brazenly and openly inviting members
of this Muslim community to spend the
night before Friday at an all-night party
by offering a free drink, provided they are
accompanied by women!

The advertisement intentionally showed

revelers in traditional Emirati attire at the

disco and .bar with the aim of attracting

)t;outh to sin; and while one of the emirates
ans alcohol, it advertises an open

invitation to drink free alcohal in another
emirate. Oh, the contradictions!
—Abdullah Ahmad, Sharjah

(Al Azmenah Al Arabiya, Issue No. 18,
July 4-10, 1979)

Long before newspapers were refereeing
online comments and social media tags,
there was the old-fashioned letter to the
editor. A reader of Sharjah-based magazine
Al Azmenah, Abdullah Ahmad, wrote the
above letter about an advertisement he
encountered in Abu Dhabi-based Al Fojr
newspaper, expressing the disgruntiement
shared at the time by other religiousty and
culturally conservative readers. What made
this ad all the more offensive to Ahmad
was that a man photographed on the dance
floor was wearing a kandoore, traditional
Emirati attire for men and also a signifier of
an Arab Muslim. Beyond the single phote,
the reader points out the contradictory

nature of alcohol's easy availability in one
emirate versus another. Ease of access
tempted “the youth to sin.” The angry letter
reveals sentiments of the everyday man
or woman in UAE society and evinces @
freedom of expression, articulated in print
in the local papers, that we nolonger see
today. Letters like this one likely heiped
bring about stricter rules for advertising
alcohol in UAE media and the occasional
“No National Dress” sign seen outside bars
and nightclubs.

Current UAE advertising media regutation

prohibits the promotion of "alcoholic
beverages, narcotic substances,

tobacce, smoking, or any related goods
and services " Today, Arabic-language
press stays clear of the topic altogether.
English-language outlets mply alcohol
with words like house beverages, gropes.
and bubbles. Doublespeak. —H. M. Image:
Al Azmnenah Al Arabiya.
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